Body Condition Score- Dairy Cattle
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1. Emaciated

The individual vertebrae of the spine are prominent. The short ribs are sharp to the touch
and give a shelf-like appearance to the loin. The hook and pin bones of the pelvis are well
defined. The anal area of the cow is receded displaying a prominent vulva. Considered
unfit to travel.

2. Thin
The short ribs can be felt but are less outstanding. The hook and pin bones are still
well-defined, though the area around the anus is less sunken and the vulva is prominent.

3. Average

The short ribs are palpable with slight pressure. There is no shelf-like appearance to this area.
The spine and hook and pin bones are all rounded and smoothed over. The anal area is filled
out, and there is no evidence of fat deposits.

4. Heavy

The short ribs are rounded over with no evidence of a shelf-like appearance and may only

be felt with firm palpation. The ridge of the backbone is flattened over the loin and rump
areas. The hook bones are smoothed over and the area around the pin bones shows some
fat deposits.

5. Fat

The bone structures of the spine, hook and pin bones, and short ribs are not discernible.
There are fat deposits around the tailhead and over ribs. The thighs curve out and the brisket
and flanks appear to be very full and heavy.
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